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Introduction 
 Funding of agricultural science 
education, especially in the primary school 
level in Nigeria, is nothing to write home 
about. Therefore, it needs to be properly 
addressed as a problem. Before discussing 
the need for its funding by the government, 
it is pertinent and imperative to ask the 
question, what is agricultural science 
education? What is it about? The  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
answer(s) to this or these question(s) will 
be an eye-opener to the ignorant minded 
people who see agriculture as mere tilling 
of the soil and rearing of animals for the 
benefit of mankind. But agriculture has a 
lot to offer to man in development, 
economically, socio-culturally and 
otherwise.  
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Abstract 
Funding education at all levels of academic endeavour is an issue 
that demand serious attention and needs to be looked into and 
properly addressed. Generally, the level of funding of education 
has been poor. Within the academic milieu, the worst hit in 
funding is the primary schools which eventually is the bedrock of 
education. Within this circle again, one of the least that receives 
government attention in funding is agricultural science education. 
The reason is that agricultural science education is conceived as 
an academic frill, which involves merely cultivating the soil and 
rearing of animals for man’s use. But agricultural science 
education is more than what people ignorantly thought it to be. Its 
role in the economic, scientific, moral and socio-cultural life of 
man is so enormous that it calls for government attention and 
subsequent funding. In fact, agricultural science education has a 
lot of career prospects which demands government full 
involvement in its funding.  
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 Agricultural science education has 
been described by Ugiagbe (2005), as the 
education that trains individual or group of 
people in the acquisition of scientific 
knowledge and physical skills as well as 
the acquisition of specific vocational 
training that could enable one develop 
healthy attitude towards honest labour. 
This means that through agricultural 
science education, one can acquire skills 
that could help one becomes an 
independent person in his area of 
specialization. In the National Policy on 
Education (FRN, 2004), agricultural 
science education is one of its cardinal 
objectives, the acquisition of scientific and 
vocational skills, abilities and competence 
both individual to live in and contribute to 
the development of his society. IF this is 
the case, then government should fund it.  
 Omoruyi, et al (1999), defined 
agricultural science as a science that deals 
with the production of crops and rearing of 
animals for man’s use. It involves series of 
activities which include the cultivation of 
crops, rearing of animals and the 
preparation of their products into forms 
that could be used by man. Preparation of 
products include processing, packaging, 
storing, marketing etc of agricultural 
produce. Hence agricultural science is a 
broad based enterprise which has so many 
component businesses.  
 Agricultural science education has 
been described by Anyanwu, et al (1972), 
as education that trains individuals in 
agriculture which is known as the live-
blood of a nation’s domestic economy and 
the mother of all other businesses, 
occupations and professions. The 

development of agriculture in Nigeria will 
help to minimize over dependence on 
crude oil the market of which fluctuates.  
 Opeke (2006), describes 
agriculture as both a science and an art or 
rather a technology for the exploitation of 
the primary, secondary and tertiary 
products. It is therefore a technology in a 
technology. It is firmly rooted in a number 
of disciplines both in the science and the 
humanities e.g Biology (Botany and 
Zoology), Chemisty, Mathematics, 
Physics, Economics, Accountancy, 
Communications (Languages), Sociology, 
Psychology, Management etc. Hardly is 
there any area of knowledge that does not 
find application in agriculture. It is also a 
business (Agricultural business). When it 
is properly carried out, it is one of the most 
lucrative of all businesses. It is the original 
occupation of man as ordained by God (see 
the Holy Bible, Genesis Chapter 3, verses 
18 and 19).  
 
The Need for Agricultural Science 
Education in Nigerian Primary Schools 
and Government Involvement 
 There are many reasons why 
agricultural science education should be 
taken serious in our primary schools and 
which calls for government’s involvement 
in its funding.  
 Academically, agricultural science 
education plays significant roles in 
educational enhancement and advancement 
of individuals.  
 Researches have shown that the 
study and practice of agricultural science is 
firmly rooted in so many disciplines both 
in the sciences and humanities (Emedo et 
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al 1995). Agricultural science education 
plays a dominant role in sustainable 
National Economic Empowerment and 
Development Strategy (NEEDS) e.g. the 
role of agricultural education in (NEEDS). 
It helps to derive much satisfaction and a 
sense of achievement when cultivating 
your crops and rearing your animals  
(U.P.E. 1977 and Oriafo, 2000).  
 Teaching and learning of 
agricultural science provides good 
knowledge on how agriculture serves as 
the major source of food and shelter to the 
people. All types of food which man 
consumes come from agriculture. The food 
items are basically grouped into 
carbohydrates, proteins, fats and oils, 
vitamins and minerals.  
Phillips (1977), reported that food 
constituents supply man with energy and 
raw materials for building his body. He 
further stated that agriculture provides man 
with wood for building both for himself 
and his livestocks. 
 The study of agricultural science is 
very important because it gives individuals 
an idea of its importance in the food 
pharmacies. Most of the drugs used by 
man and his livestock are extracted from 
plants and animals product e.g Quinine and 
Aloin from Aloe vera (Opeke, 2006). In 
addition, plants are responsible for the 
continuous purification of the air which all 
living things breath. Thus, plants absorb 
carbon dioxide from the air for 
photosynthetic purposes and release 
oxygen to the air (6c02 + h6H20 = C6H1206 
+ 602). This process is known as 
photosynthesis.  

 Teaching agricultural science in 
our primary schools is important because 
of its role in the provision of raw materials 
for agro-based industries e.g coca 
processing, tomato processing, garri 
processing, tanning of hides and skins etc.  
 Economically, agricultural science 
education is no less important. According 
to Omoruyi, et al (1999), agriculture is the 
largest employer of labor either in direct 
extractive production, in the processing of 
agricultural products, in transportation and 
distribution or in trading in raw or 
processed agricultural products. As 
agricultural resources are renewable, they 
constitute the most reliable and resilient 
sector of the overall economy (Sheikh 
1982). 
 The need for agricultural science 
education in our primary schools cannot be 
discarded when we consider its place as a 
source of foreign exchange. Omoruyi et al 
(1999); Anyanwu et al (1978). All agreed 
that agricultural science education trains a 
child in agriculture in its helps to a nation 
to earn foreign currency through the export 
of agricultural produce like coca, 
groundnut, kola, palm produce, rubber 
sheets and lumps, cotton etc. The foreign 
exchange earned can be used in turn to 
purchase goods and services from other 
nations of the world.  
 If agricultural science education is 
of such great importance as enumerated 
above the government should therefore 
engage in its funding from the primary 
school level which is the foundation of all 
academic endeavours.  
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The Career Prospects in Agricultural 
Science Education 

Agricultural science education has 
a lot of career prospects which necessitates 
government involvement in its funding.  
 Such prospects as identified by 
Phillips (1977); Ugiagbe (2007); Omoruyi 
et al (1999); U.P.E. Teacher Education 
Material (F.M.E 1977) and Opeke (2006) 
include the following: 

1. Becoming a crop producer thus 
involving in food crop like rice, 
maize, yams, beans, cassava and 
vegetables and corps like oil palm 
coconut, cashew, oranges, cocoa 
etc. These would in turn aggravate 
both industrial and home 
consumption of goods and 
services.  

2. Owing animal or livestock farms. 
These include goats, poultry, pigs, 
sheep etc. Experience has shown 
that after some successive years of 
production, the enterprising 
entrepreneur would see the need to 
employ supporting staff.  

3. Becoming agricultural science 
teacher, thus teaching in 
preprimary, primary, secondary or 
lecturing in universities, 
polytechnics, colleges of education 
and other allied institutions.  

4. Becoming a marketer and 
processor of agricultural product 
e.g cassava flour, garri and starch, 
yam flour and corn flour, ripe oil 
palm fruits, palm kernels and all 
these yield sustainable income 
regularly.  

5. Owing a horticultural gardens. 
Vegetables and flowers can be 
raised for sale to individuals, 
corporate bodies, clubs and homes. 

6. Gaining employment as a fish 
farmer.  

7. Going into other small-scale 
agricultural production for self 
employment e.g snail farming and 
Bee-keeping.  

8. Working as a forest and wildlife 
technologist 

9. Working with the Ministry of 
Education, Agriculture and Natural 
resources.  

10. Marketing of farm inputs such as 
fertilizers, seeds, chemicals and 
farm tools and implements etc.  
Apart from the aforementioned 

opportunities inherent in agricultural 
science education, there are several other 
areas which for the sake of paper 
requirement cannot be mentioned.  
 
Problems of Agricultural Science 
Education 

Despite the benefits derived from 
agricultural science education, its study 
right from the primary school has been 
hampered by the following problems.  
1. Lack of funding by the government  
2. Inadequate instructional materials 

and infrastructural facilities such as 
farm tools and implements, text 
book, chalk boards and the like.  

3. Insufficient qualified, experienced 
and competent agricultural science 
teachers.  

4. Low level of encouragement from 
school heads and administrators as 
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regards agricultural science 
education.  

5. Poor attitude of parents and the 
society towards agricultural science 
education.  

6. Inadequate agricultural science 
programmes such as film shows, 
exhibitions and seminars/workshops 
through which better awareness 
could be created  

7. Absence of printing/publishing 
facilities such as instructional 
materials such as textbooks, 
agricultural bulletins, leaf letters etc.  

8. Poor methods/techniques of teaching 
employed by some agricultural 
science teachers. These and many 
other reasons have created problems 
for the teaching and learning of 
agricultural science in our primary 
schools.  

 
Government’s Role in Funding 
Agricultural Science Education in 
Nigeria 

Having seen the need for agricultural 
science education in our primary schools, 
its careers prospects and problems, the 
government has got much reasons to fund 
it. This can be done through the following 
ways: 

1. Providing enough fund for the 
purchase of farm tools and 
implements for agricultural science 
teaching and learning. This will 
encourage the teaching and 
learning of agricultural science and 
make it more interesting and 
enjoyable. 

2. Carrying out agricultural science 
awareness programme through 
exhibitions, film shows, electronic 
media etc.  

3. Giving scholarship to those who 
are interested in agricultural 
science study.  

4. Providing agricultural science 
laboratories and farms for 
practical.  

5. Sending agricultural science 
teachers for in-service training as 
well as sponsoring them for higher 
degrees.  

6. Ensuring the availability of 
printing machines/materials for 
agricultural science textbooks, 
bulletins, leaf letters etc.  

7. Providing  free agricultural science 
textbooks and affordable 
implements for school pupils.  

 
Recommendations  
 From all that have been said so far, 
we have been made aware of what 
agricultural science education is, the need 
for its been taught in our primary schools, 
its career prospects, problems and what 
role the government should play in its 
funding.  
 Based on the significance of 
agricultural science education to mankind 
in all spheres of life and the subsequent 
problems hampering its being studied in 
our primary schools and beyond, the writer 
recommends that: 

1. Government should give serious 
attention to its study and give it 
adequate funding. This will serve 
as a motivating factor to both 
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teachers and pupils to take its 
teaching and learning serious. It 
will also encourage pupils to 
pursue it to a higher level since it 
has a lot of career prospects.  

2. Heads of schools should 
complement government efforts by 
sourcing for fund to encourage the 
teaching and learning of 
agricultural science in their various 
institution of learning.  

3. Banks and other allied institutions 
should assist the government in 
funding and encouraging 
agricultural science education 
since the equipments are too 
expensive for her to purchase 
alone.  

4. Non-governmental organizations, 
other voluntary agencies, research 
institutions, co-operative societies 
should assist in this direction so as 
to make the pursuit of agricultural 
science education a worthwhile 
venture.  

 
Conclusion 

If proper attention is given to 
agricultural science education by the 
government and other bodies concerned 
based on its derivable benefits, there shall 
be eradication of hunger, starvation and 
malnutrition from the surface of the earth 
which will in turn brings about a good 
balanced daily bread equation.  
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